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The Turning Point of 1888: The Year of the Three German Emperors and the Rise and
Fall of the Hohenzollern Dynasty

Dirk Weissleder, AIG (Germany)
The lecture will be delivered in English.

Summary

Few periods in German history are as compelling as that of the Second Reich. Between the
proclamation of the German Empire in 1871 and the abolition of the monarchy in 1918, three
emperors reigned: Wilhelm I (1797-1888), Frederick III (1831-1888), and Wilhelm II (1859—
1941). In 1888 — the so-called Year of the Three Emperors — their reigns either ended or began,
marking an extraordinary dynastic and political watershed.

The year 1888 represents both an ending and a beginning: a decisive moment at which the
legacies of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries collided with the emerging forces of the
twentieth. German and wider European history became closely intertwined with the destiny of
the House of Hohenzollern, one of the oldest ruling dynasties in the German lands.

This lecture places the three Hohenzollern monarchs within their broader genealogical context
and considers the dynastic network shaped by their consorts and children. Named after their
ancestral seat, Hohenzollern Castle in Swabia, the dynasty exerted a lasting influence on
European political life.

While Wilhelm II emerges as the dominant personality of the period, the role of the Imperial
Chancellor Otto von Bismarck in shaping German and European affairs cannot be overstated.
The lecture also addresses a compelling counterfactual question: might world history have
taken a different course had Frederick III reigned for longer than his brief ninety-nine days?
Finally, the lecture reflects on the oft-invoked “good old days” — the forty-three years of relative
peace from 1871 until the outbreak of the First World War. Although Germany has been a
republic since 1918, the legacy of the Three Emperors’ Year remains significant. Its enduring
resonance is explored, not least through the reconstruction of the Berlin Palace (2012—
2020/23), which invites renewed consideration of Germany’s monarchical past and its
continuing historical memory.

Cv

Dirk Weissleder, AIG born in 1969 in Hanover, Germany, Dirk Weissleder is a management
consultant, author, lecturer and local politician (municipal councillor and party leader). Since
2012 he has served as Chairman of the Deutsche Arbeitsgemeinschaft genealogischer Verbdinde
(DAGYV), the national umbrella organisation for German genealogical and heraldic
associations, and as editor of DAGV-News.

He is a co-founder and former Vice-President (until 2025) of the International German
Genealogy Partnership (IGGP). From 2019 to 2022 he was General Secretary of the



Confédération Internationale de Généalogie et d’Héraldique (CIGH), serving subsequently as
its Second Vice-President in 2022. Since 2021 he has been a board member of the Académie
Internationale de Généalogie (AIG).

His distinctions include the IGGP Ambassador Award (2017) and the Walburga von Habsburg
Douglas Prize, awarded in 2020 by CIGH.

1888 mety liizio taskas: triju Vokietijos imperatoriy metai ir Hohencolernuy dinastijos
iSkilimas bei Zlugimas

Dirk Weissleder (Vokietija)

PraneSimas bus skaitomas angly kalba.

Santrauka

1888-ieji, vadinamieji trijy imperatoriy metai, zymi iSskirtinj 1Gzj Vokietijos ir Europos
istorijoje. Tais metais baigesi arba prasidéjo trijy Vokietijos imperatoriy — Wilhelm’o I (1797—
1888 m.), Frederick’o III (1831-1888 m.) ir Wilhelm’o II (1859—1941 m.) — valdymas. Sis
Pranesime trys monarchai aptariami genealoginiame kontekste kaip vienos seniausiy Vokietijos
valdanciyjy dinastijy — House of Hohenzollern — atstovai. Taip pat nagrinéjamas jy zmony ir
vaiky vaidmuo, dinastiniai rysiai bei politiné jtaka Europoje.

Ypatingas démesys skiriamas imperatoriaus Wilhelm’o II asmenybei ir reikSmei, taciau ne
maziau svarbus ir imperijos kanclerio Otto von Bismarck’o vaidmuo formuojant Vokietijos bei
Europos politing kryptj. Keliamas ir kontrafaktinis klausimas — ar pasaulio istorija biity
pasisukusi kita linkme, jei Frederick’as III buty valdes ilgiau nei 99 dienas?

PraneSime taip pat apmastomas 1871-1914 m. laikotarpis — keturiasdeSimt treji santykinés
taikos metai iki Pirmojo pasaulinio karo pradzios. Nors monarchija Vokietijoje baigési 1918
m., trijy imperatoriy mety palikimas islieka aktualus ir Siandien, ka simboliskai primena tokie
projektai kaip Berlyno rimy atkiirimas.

Cv

Dirk Weissleder gimé¢ 1969 m. Hanoveryje (Vokietija). Vadybos konsultantas, Nacionalinés
Vokietijos genealoginiy ir heraldiniy asociacijy, draugijy ir instituty skétinés organizacijos
(vok. Deutsche Arbeitsgemeinschaft genealogischer Verbinde, DAGV) pirmininkas, ,,DAGV-
News* redaktorius (abu nuo 2012 m.).

Iki 2025 m. — buves Tarptautinés vokieciy genealogijos partnerystés (angl. International
German Genealogy Partnership, IGGP) viceprezidentas ir vienas i§ steigéjy. Knygy autorius,
lektorius ir vietos politikas (savivaldybés tarybos narys, partijos vadovas).

2019-2022 m. Tarptautinés genealogijos ir heraldikos konfederacijos (pranc. Confédération
Internationale de Généalogie et d’Héraldique, CIGH) generalinis sekretorius, nuo 2022 m. —
jos antrasis viceprezidentas. Nuo 2021 m. — Tarptautinés genealogijos akademijos (pranc.
Académie Internationale de Généalogie, AIG) valdybos narys.

Apdovanojimai: IGGP ambasadoriaus apdovanojimas (2017 m.) ir CIGH Walburgos’o von
Habsburg’o Douglas’o apdovanojimas (2020 m.).



